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Does Anyone Know what is German?

There is today a certain class of people, mostly young
writers, who almost always utter the word German with
dilated nostrils. A sure sign that among these people even
patriotism is an imitation,

GEORG CHRISTOPH LICHTENBERG,  1772-1775

It is really as though the Germans believed that God spoke only
German to Adam.        JEAN PAUL FR. RICHTER, 1763-1825

The Germans now love the German in the Germans more
than ever.                              JEAN PAUL FR. RICHTER, 1808

Is it the truth that it is in the very nature of the German
to be without style? Or is it a sign of his unfinished character?
Perhaps the truth is this: that what is German is not yet
plainly evident.                         FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE, 1873

The German character is simply not yet in evidence ; it has still
to become ; at some time or other it will have to be born, so
that it may be visible to all and honest with itself. But every
birth is violent and painful FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE, 1873

There are actually people who think that they have honoured
a thing by calling it German. This is the acme of national
stupidity and impudence.

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE,  1876-1879

1*7